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_ C0]locati0ns and academic
language

“The overwhelming nature of this evidence leads us
to elevate the principle of idiom from being a rather
minor feature, compared with grammar into being at
least as important as grammar in the explanation of
how meaning arises in text.” (Sinclair 1991: 112)

So where does Google scholar come in?
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Corpora and EAP

x small

ELARGE

B REPRESENTATIVE
E AVAILABLE

x single purpose
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X in-house
_ Google scholar and EAP
g GO Ogle — search engine NOT a corpus
o scholar beta

v" Access to “GS virtual academic corpus”

v' Represents better the varied reality of linguistic
practice than smaller corpora

v Useful tool in EAP research and practice
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How does it work?

Google scholar and EAP (cont.)

Goog[e scholar [the langusge” Search | Ghay Snmastent

2010

Scholar [ [anicles and patents "] [anytime _¥| [include citations

oo Unified Modeling Language User Guide, The (Addison-Wesley Object Technology Series!
G Booch, J Rumbaugh, | Jacobson - 2005 - portal acr.org

As the de facta standard madeling language, the UML facilitates communication and 30-50 words
reduces confusion amongproject The recent unL

2.0 has futher EMBHEBJM@E_'&I@QW
Cited by 7852 - Related aticles - All 53 versions KWIC

oo Java (TM) Lanquage Specification, The (Java (Addison-Wedley)
J Gosling, B Joy, G Steele, G Bracha - 2005 - portal.acm.org

- programming language. If you wart to know the precise meaning of the language’s canstructs,
this is the source for you. The .. programming language. I you want to know the precise meaning
of the language’s constructs, this is the source for you. The ...
Cited by 5861 - Related articles - All 24 versions

(eoor) Smalltalk-80: the language and its implementation

A Goldberg, D Robson - 1983 - portal.acm.org

... Feedback. Digital Library logo Take a look at the new version of this page: [ beta version |
Tell us what you think. Smalltalk-80: the language and its implementation. Full text, Pdf Pdf
(3356 ME). Source, Addisan-Wesley Longman Publishing Co., Inc. ...

Cited by 4465 - Related aticles - A5 versions
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Google scholar and EAP (cont.)

“Banced Search Tea | Aboed Googla Schcl

Resuits pes page: | 100 ¥ [__Seorch Scholw

COUg[L’ scholar Advanced Scholar Search
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Google scholar and EAP (cont.)

GS virtual corpus of academic writing
)
= “articls
2 articles 1700-today
q « theses “pretty large”
- books growing
« abstracts

data retrieval (1000 examples, total frequency estimate)

Google

Seralar
detailed linguistic analysis
(offline processing)

concordance software
(MonoConc,
WordSmith)

Google scholar and EAP (cont.)
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Google scholar and EAP (cont.)

o
=
g Operator Example
Double quotation marks™ | Exact phrase search"in fact"
Asterisk * Any single word “"as * points out"
Double full stop . Numberrange "as * 1990..2010 pointed out"
search

complex searches

OR OR his OR her
AND AND (implied) his her, his AND her
parentheses () embedded searches "(points OR pointed OR pointing) out"

"(fulfil OR fulfils OR fulfilled OR
fulfilling) * (obligation OR obligations)"
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Teaching materials

Method section

.6
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Instrumer *
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Teaching materials (cont.)

participants were @ students

672 EXAMPLES analysed:

range: 4 — 6,313, median: 60

1. <NUMBER> (258)" Participants were 6313 students at teaching and nursing

R

schools as part of a nationwide epidemiological study

<LEVEL> undergraduate (94), graduate (47), postgraduate (6), doctoral (3)
<INSTITUTION> university (74), college (24)

<PARTICIPANT CHARACTERISTICS > female (7), young (2), male (2)
<NATIONALITY> international (10), German (2), Japanese (2), foreign (2)
<ADVERB> mostly (5), mainly (4)
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Teaching materials

Aims:

E Getting students to identify useful collocations in
different parts of RA

11/22/2011

E Encouraging students to use the collocations in their

own writing

(corpus)
E Having fun with language

E Giving students a powerful language learning tool
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Teaching materials (cont.)

" the questionnaire was..." (779)
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Collocations Freq. | Example

designed to (elicit, assess, 2 “The questionnaire was designed 1o elicit students' attitudes to....

explore)

administered to 27 ‘The questionnaire was administered 10 18 South Korean secondary
school EFL. teachers.

given to 20 The questionnaire was given o the subjects

administered in 17 The questionnaire was administered in Chinese.

The questionnaire was administered in the last session of the term.
divided into 15 ‘The questionnaire was divided into three parts of 18 items each
distributed to 15 The questionnaire was distributed 10 1,731 tenth graders
based on 2 ‘The questionnaire was based on (Nass and Brave, 2005) and

(Mutschler et al., 2007).
translated into 1 The questionnaire was translated into Russian and Polish by native

speakers (all linguists).
piloted with 10 “The questionnaire was piloted with 30 learners.
sent out 9 The final version of the questionnaire was sent out to 200 high-

school teachers.

The questionnaire was sent out and returned by post.
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To conclude.

Results section

Expressions of proportion

Location of results =

S g

Expressions of propertion Search for.. in RR
st majonty “vast majority 11007 9% — T0%

Taige majority

substantial majority

sall majority

clight majority

Lo alf “less than_half 1. 100"

alimost lalf. “almost half 1. 100"

“neaify one third 1 100"
i il

"large majority 1..100"

Search for. Verbs used for ocation of fhe results

‘Figure 1.50* the"

“Table 1.50 * the”
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Concluding remarks

E Google scholar virtual corpus
E large corpus of written academic language
E updated on a regular basis
E available

E Collocations — building blocks of academic language
E Fun exercises with Google scholar
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